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BOOK REVIEW
PUBLIC HEALTH AND PREVENTIVE MEDICINE. By J. B. Meredith Davies,
M.D.(Lond.), D.P.H. (Pp. 318; figs. 5; Tables 26. 25s). London: Bailliere,
Tindall & Cassell, 1966.
THIS book provides an up-to-date text for students of social medicine. It is concise and
nearly all the topics which are usually dealt with in undergraduate courses are clearly and
adequately covered. It includes chapters on the history of public health, vital statistics, the
epidemiology of infectious and non-infectious diseases, the community health services, the
care of the elderly, preventive medicine in general practice, welfare services, rehabilitation,
health education, international health control, food and nutrition and environmental health
control.
The balance of the book is good and the author rightly devotes most space to current
health problems and medical services in Great Britain. There are however short sections on
the control of important tropical diseases and on the work of the World Health Organisation.
No mention is made of the slight differences in the health services in Northern Ireland .
Although the book is packed with information it is quite easy to read and the index is
comprehensive.
It will no doubt be compared with another recent text book in the same field (An Intro-
duction to Social Medicine by McKeown, T. and Lowe, C. R. Blackwell, 1966. 50s. pp. 327).
The latter book gives a more dynamic view of the subject and the authors express their
criticisms of existing services and suggestions for their improvement. For these reasons it is
perhaps more stimulating and interesting to read. Both books provide a sound foundation for
the medical undergraduate and students of allied professions who are interested in social
medicine. J.P.
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